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- Tfce MAILING DATE of Ms communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of tfrne may be available under the pomnsnre of 37 CFR 1.136 (a), tn no event however, may « reply be timely *3ad after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
maSing data of ths cuniimnjcsbort. 

• If the period for repV tpacrfisd dbove b less then irarty (30) day*, e reply urithin the statutory mamun of thirty (SO) days wrifl he considered tines/ • 

• If NO period for repV ** sp e cifi ed above, the iraxrmm statutory period will apply end wfll expoe SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of thb conrwnunieetian. 

• Feflura to repty within the tat or extended period for repV win, by statute, causa the appficationto beoorm ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. i 133). 
- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the maBing date of this communication, even if tsneV faad, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )Jj3^y*w|JUJ ISi yJTuf^i i KQunicetion(s) filed on May 9, 2002 

2a) K This action is FINAL. ) 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

Since this application^ in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
Snce with the practice under Ex parte Quey/e, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4)§d Claim{s) 1-8 is/are pending in the application. 



4a) Of the above, ctaim(s) 4-8 

5) D Claim(s) 

6) 63 Claim (s) 7-3 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



. are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 
9)G The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .35(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a|D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner, 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § § 119 and 1 20 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(eMd) or (f). 
a)D Ail b)d Some* c)D None of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
•See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
a)Q The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachments) 

II 5(| Notice of Reference* Cited [FTO-8921 4) O Interview Surranery IPTO-413J Paper Hob). 

2) □ Notice of Drafttperacn's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-94e| 6) □ Notice of Informal Potent Apportion (PTO-152) 

3) □trtfwmstion Disclosure StatemamW (FTO-1448) Paper No(s). ' 6) Q Other 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 



1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the ait to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected tinder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Serwer (US 
3,030,696) in view of Tramont (US 5,693,141). 

As shown in clearly in Figures 1 , 2, and 4, and lines 1-55 of col. 2, Serwer clearly 
discloses all the limitations as claimed except for 1) a roller tube having at least one end being 
open, 2) a natural sponge member formed on the roller tube having natural sponge protrusions 
capable of applying paint to a surface in a positive design form, and 3) the base material 
comprises cotton. 

Regarding 1) a roller tube having at least one end being open, Tramont teaches the use of 
a roller tube having at least one end being open (for example, see Figures 6 & 7). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified Serwer's roller tube so as to have at least one end being open, as taught in Tramont, in 
order to save the cost of manufacturing an extra cap to be inserted into the end of the roller tube. 
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Regarding 2) a natural sponge member formed on the roller tube.. . capable of applying 
paint to a surface in a positive design form, Tramonf teaches the use of a natural sponge member 
formed on the roller tube wherein the natural sponge member having sponge protrusions capable 
of applying paint to a surface in a positive design form (see Figure 4). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
replaced Serwer's synthetic sponge-like lamina 12 with a natural sponge member, as taught in 
Tramont, in order to save the cost of manufacturing a synthetic sponge member. 

Regarding 3) the base material comprises cotton, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in Ate art at the time the invention was made to have made Serwer's base 
material (1 1) out of cotton, since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the 
art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of 
obvious design choice. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1, 136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and die advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final 
action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Trinh Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 306-9082. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. 
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